
Year 5 Summer, Geography and History 

WWII– Your country needs you! 
 

Working towards...an exhibition 

Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)  

Previously, Chn have … 

• Mapped UK countries and continents of the world.  

• Put historical events on a timeline  

• Used artefacts to learn about the past  

• Explored changes over time 

• Explored the geography of London and the local area 
 
They have learnt about…  

• Travel and exploration (Y1 and Y2 humanities ) 

• Navigation and explorers (Yr 2) 
 

Essential history skills 

This time Chn will … 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, 

beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children 

• Describe the cultural or religious diversity of past society 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices 

• Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how histo-

rians must understand the social context of evidence studied 

• Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full an-
swer to questions about the past 

• Understand the concept of continuity and change over time, 

representing them, along with evidence, on a time line 

• Use dates and terms accurately in describing events 

• Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to an exceptional 
standard in order to communicate information from the past 

Key vocabulary to be taught/embedded 
 

General: world war, communism, significant, decades, evac-
uated, propaganda, allies, axis, rationing, Holocaust, dispute, 
atomic bomb, Dunkirk, Pearl Harbour 
Primary and secondary sources of evidence.  

Key content 
 

• What happened during WWII? Children to do some reading and re-
search 

• Significance of WWII in history 
• Explore the differences between primary and secondary sources of 

evidence. Which ones are more reliable? Why? 
• Map the world– look at UK allies and Germany’s allies (mapping allies 

and axis) 
• Map key locations linked to the war, including Dunkirk and Pearl Har-

bour 
• Locate places in the world that were attacked by Germany 
• Why was it called a World War? 
• What caused WWII? Why did it happen?  
• Plot the key events leading up to the war and during the war on a time 

line 
• Understand the term propaganda 
• Explore the types and role of propaganda 
• Children who were evacuated in WWII– What were their experiences 

like? 
• Weapons– including the atomic bomb 
• Shelters– purpose of these 
• Rationing– Why did this occur?  How much food did a family have for a 

week? Why did this carry on for almost a decade after the war was 
over? 

• Role of women during the war 
• End of the war 
• Life in the war period 

Linked Texts 
 

Friend or Foe by Michael Morpurgo 
Diary of Anne Frank 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

The Second World War was the most deadly conflict the world has ever seen. It brought into opposi-

tion the countries of Allies (France, Great Britain, the US and the Soviet Union) and the Axis powers 

(Germany, Italy and Japan). By the end of the conflict, approximately 50 million people had been killed, 

and the political and social organisation of the world was changed forever. The end of the war saw 

Communism growing in the east and a significant shift in power towards the US in the west. The Sec-

ond World War is one of the most significant events in history, and its influences are still felt in daily life 

today.  

Essential geography skills 

This time Chn will … 

• Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of different 
geographical representations of  a location (such as aerial 
images compared with maps and topological maps– as in 
London’s tube map 

• Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the 
world and their identifying human and physical characteris-
tics, including hills, mountains, rivers, key topographical 
features and land-use patterns; and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over time 

• Identify and describe how the physical features affect the 
human activity within a location (Dunkirk) 

• Identify and describe the geographical significance of lati-
tude, longitude, Equator, Northern hemisphere, Southern 
hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, and time zones (including day and 
night) 




